
Franciscan Sources 21st Century

• Special announcement: 
• Volume 2 of Francis of Assisi: Early Documents

The Founder, including Major Life of St. Francis 
by St Bonaventure, is now available online.  

• Access is free, but you need to register.  

• Go to:

• http://franciscantradition.org/



David Bornstein

(Oxford University Press, 2007)



Change for Common Good

• St. Francis of Assisi, the founder of the 
Franciscan Order, would qualify as a 
social entrepreneur -- having built 
multiple organizations that advanced 
pattern changes in his "field." 

• David Bornstein, How to Change the World : Social 
Entrepreneurs and the Power of New Ideas , p. 3
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Monte di Pietà:  Franciscan Micro-lending



Women’s Co-op Snack Shop, 
Widows’ Sewing Cooperative, 
Coimbatore, India FMM Convent
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Dan Misleh, CCC 
Director & alum, 
Franciscan School 
of Theology CA



The St. Francis Pledge:
“We Pledge to:”

• PRAY and reflect on the duty to care for God’s Creation and 
protect the poor and vulnerable.

• LEARN about and educate others on the causes and moral 
dimensions of climate change.

• ASSESS how we-as individuals and in our families, parishes 
and other affiliations-contribute to climate change by our 
own energy use, consumption, waste, etc.

• ACT to change our choices and behaviors to reduce the 
ways we contribute to climate change.

• ADVOCATE for Catholic principles and priorities in climate 
change discussions and decisions, especially as they impact 
those who are poor and vulnerable.
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St. Anthony Dining Room, San Francisco CA
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Maastricht Book of Hours, 14th cent., British Museum, London

... and always with joy!


