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1) The principal task of the assistant is to foster a deeper insight into Franciscan spirituality and to co-operate in the initial and continuing formation of the secular Franciscan
2) In the Council of the fraternity and in elective and ordinary Chapters the assistant will be respectful of the responsibilities and role of the secular Franciscans, giving them priority with regard to the guidance, co-ordination, and animation of the fraternity.
3) The assistant participates actively and votes in the discussions taken by the Council or by the Chapter.  He or she is specifically responsible for the animation of liturgical celebrations and spiritual reflections during the meeting of the Council or the Chapter.


ESSENTIAL DOCUMENTS OF THE SECULAR FRANCISCAN ORDER
GENERAL CONSTITUTIONS, ARTICLE 90
1) The principal task of the assistant is to communicate Franciscan spirituality and to co-operate in the initial and continuing formation of the brothers and sisters.

HANDBOOK FOR SPIRITUAL ASSISTANTS 
TO THE SECULALR FRANCISCAN ORDER
PAGES D106 – D107
1) As a member of the initial and on-going formation team
2) As a resource person for the formation team
3) As an educator of the formation/ongoing team
4) As an  evaluator of the formation programs both initial and on-going formation team

HERE ARE A FEW OF THE ELEMENTS OF THE FRANCISCAN VISION
FRANCISCAN FAMILY CONNECTIONS, page 3
· A focus on Jesus as the center of Franciscan life [#5 and GC 7]
· Dedication to Mary’s self-giving and prayerfulness [#9]
· Faithfulness to the duties proper to the Secular Franciscan’s circumstances of life [#10 –GC #10]
· Developing a spirit of the Beatitudes [#11 – GC #15]
· Accepting people as a gift of the Lord [#13 – GC18]
· Dedicated to building a more fraternal and evangelical world [#14 – GC]
· Be in the forefront in promoting justice [#15 – GC #22]
· Esteeming work [#16 – GC #21]
· Promoting family and married life [#17 – GC #24-25]
· Respecting all of creation and avoiding exploitation of creation [#18]
· Building up peace unceasingly … trusting … in the transforming power of love and pardon [#19 – GC #26-27]
· Encouraging members to be ready to serve in offices in the fraternity (#21 – GC #32-32]
· Encouraging a financial “fair share” for supporting the needs of councils at various levels [#25 – GC 30.3]
The SA’s support and encouragement for living the OFS Rule is an important aspect of “assistance.” 


“We seek to become who we say we are.”   Fr. Linus DeSantis, OFS conv.
